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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's arguments, filed December 17, 2007, with respect to Claim 
Rejections - 35 USC §1 02(b) and 35 USC §103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejections of Claims 1-17 have been withdrawn and moot in view of the 
new groups of rejection. This Office Action is Non-Final and meant to replace the 
NonFinal Office Action (mailed September 21, 2007). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 

by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
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Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



2. Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 12, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Takagietal. (US 7209180). 

Regarding Claim 1 , Takagi teaches an image processor for processing a video 
signal (Co/ 2 Lines 22-25), comprising: aspect ratio information acquisition means for 
acquiring aspect ratio information about an original video signal {Fig. 1 reference 
number 4, "aspect ratio detecting unit"); aspect ratio conversion means for carrying out 
a process of aspect ratio conversion on the original video signal (Co/ 2 Lines 22-27 
teaciies tliat tlie device outputs a signal witli a clianged aspect ratio, tlierefore tlie 
device converts the aspect ratio in order to change it, this can also be visualized from 
Fig. 8A to 8B) based on the acquired aspect ratio information {Fig. 7 S12 shows the 
changing process is done based on the aspect ratio) to generate a processed video 
signal representing an image of the original video signal having a roundness of 1 {Col 1 
Lines 41-45 teach the device is to prevent the video from being distorted by changing 
the aspect ratio); background signal generation means for generating a background 
video signal serving as a background of the processed video signal and video signal 
combination means for executing a process of combining the processed video signal 
and video signal combination means for executing a process of combining the 
processed video signal and the background video signal, both having been subjected to 
aspect ratio conversion, to generate a synthesized video signal {Fig. 7 S19 and Fig. 8B 
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and 8C show the device creates a background signal and combines it with the changed 
aspect ratio image), wherein the aspect ratio information acquisition means acquires the 
aspect ratio information based on identification information that has been added to the 
original video (Co/ 4 Lines 46-47). 

Note that the broad terms used in the claim, "roundness of 1" is interpreted to 
mean a ratio of 1 , or undistorted, as it is not a term commonly known and used in the 
art. 

Regarding Claim 3, TakagI teaches the image processor according to claim 
1 ,that the aspect ratio conversion means has an operation mode in which the aspect 
ratio of the original video signal is changed automatically based on information about 
the original video signal {Fig. 2 S2, "Yes" is a mode where the original signal will be 
changed based on the 4/3 aspect ratio), and an operation mode in which the aspect 
ratio of the original video signal Is changed using a fixed scaling factor determined 
without referring to original video signal {Fig. 2 S2 "No" is a mode where a fixed scaling 
factor of 1 is used so that the steps S3 and following are not performed). 

Regarding Claim 4, Takagi teaches the image processor according to claim 1, 
wherein the aspect ratio conversion means changes the aspect ratio of the original 
video signal by pixel number conversion {As seen from Fig. 8A to Fig. 8B the space 
where the image takes is different which means the number of pixels is converted). 
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Regarding Claim 5, Takagi teaches the image processor according to claim 1 , 
wherein the aspect ratio conversion means changes the aspect ratio of the original 
video signal in such a manner that the image has roundness of 1 (as addressed with 
Claim 1) and has the maximum size fitting in a selected screen (as seen in Fig. 3B the 
blanks correspond to fitting the selected screen size and the image uses the rest of the 
space, which maximizes the rest of the space). 

Regarding Claim 7, Takagi teaches the image processor according to claim 1, 
wherein the video signal combination means determines a size of the video signal. Fig. 
3B shows the video signal that is a combination of the background signal and the 
changed image which is the output signal. The combination of the two determines the 
size of the video signal since the background and the image are necessary for the 
output signal. 

Claim 12 is a method claim with similar limitations as Claim 1 and is therefore 
rejected similarly. Claim 17 is also rejected for the same reasons as Claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 6, 8-11,1 3-1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Takagi et al. (US 7209180). 

Regarding Claim 6, one of ordinary skill in the art will realize that an output signal 
from a device is of one format; therefore the background signal combined with the 
image such as that seen In Fig. 3B Is an output signal of a single format. Official notice 
Is taken that bitmap format or JPEG format is very commonly used formats for video 
signals. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use a well known format. 

Regarding Claims 8 and 9, Takagi teaches the output or synthesized video signal 
Is output by an output unit in Fig. 1 , and official notice is taken that it Is well known to 
record the output synthesized signal to a recording medium, the image having a 
roundness of 1 and maximum size as addressed above. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the invention to send the output signal to a 
recording means for the user to view the image at a later time. 

Similarly, regarding Claim 10, by the same reasoning it would follow that the 
output video signal is recorded on a removable recording medium conforms with the 
aspect ratio selected. For example Fig. 2 is for a display having 4/3 aspect ratio and 
produces an output for a 4/3 aspect ratio device. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
realize to record the video signal on a medium that conforms with the associated 
display. 
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Regarding Claim 1 1 , Tal<agi teaches the image processor according to claim 8, 
wherein when the image after conversion by the aspect ratio conversion means has an 
aspect ratio different from a preset aspect ratio at the time of recording, the video signal 
combination means adds the background video signal around the processed video 
signal to generate an image of any the preset aspect ratio. The aspect ratio is different 
as it is changed and added with a background video signal as visualized in Fig. 3A to 
Fig. SB. 

Claims 13-16 are method claims with similar limitations as Claims 8-1 1 and are 
therefore rejected for the same reasons. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure including US 2002/0184047 to Plotnick et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AMY HSU whose telephone number is (571 )270-3012. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on 571-272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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